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Abstract

This lab explores two scenarios for establishing Remote Desktop connections between Macintosh

and Windows based machines. These scenarios demonstrate that it is possible to establish a

connection in both directions: a Mac connecting to a Windows machine, and a Windows machine

connecting to a Mac.
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machine to establish remote connectivity to a Macintosh OSX based machifidis enables remote

access to the Macintosh system and applications in much the same manner as traditional remote

access on homogenous maates.4 EEO &£O01 AOET 1 Al EOU OAIT EAO 11 -EAOTC
(RDP) thanks to a licensing agreement between Aqua Connect and Microsoft.

To accomplish the reversed scenario (from Macintosh to Windows), a second configuration was

built utilizing MicOT 01T £06 0 2AT 1T OA $AOCEOI P #1 EAT O A O -AA ¢ j
Macintosh machine and enables the Macintosh machine to establish remote desktop connections

with RDP capable Windows machines. RDC2 was released in July 2008, and is availabléras a

download on Mactopia.


http://www.microsoft.com/mac/products/remote-desktop/default.mspx
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With the increasing complexity ofheterogeneous and mixed I'Bystems remote access to network
machines (both client and server) has been become important. This lab explores two scenarios for
establishing Remote Desktop connections between Macintosh and Windows based machines. These
scenarios demonstrate that it is possibléo establish a connection in both directions: a Mac

connecting to a Windows machine, and a Windows machine connecting to a Mac.

The lab environment used for these scenarios is quite simple. It consists of a Macintosh and a
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Windows machineutilizes existing Remote Desktop Connection client software.
Both scenarios utilize the sene hardware and network configuration: A Macintosh with OSX

(10.5.6) and Windows Server 2008/Windows 7 Virtual Machine connected to a networkOSX Server

is compatible but not required for Mac Remote Desktop. Mac Remote Desktop is compatible with OSX
client.

Windows
Server 2008/
Windows 7

Macintosh
0SX (10.5.6)




Lab Scenari os

Wi ndows to Macintosh

Enabling a Windows based machine to establish a Remote Desktop connection to a Macintosh
machine is the result of the Aqua Connect software.

As part of its development of a Mac terminal server, Aguaonnectobtained alicense from

Microsoft for the Remote Desktopprotocol (more detai) andthen integrated the Remote Desktop
protocol (RDP)into the system Usingthe protocol documentation that Microsoft had made publicly
available on its developer website fnsdn.microsoft.cofy AquaConnect tookadvantage of access
Microsoft provided to its Interop Lab facilities and key Microsoft RDP engineets develop a bridge
between Windows and Macintosh system

The result is that any Windows machine with the Remote Desktop Connection client tool is able to
connect to a Mac with the Aqua Connect Mac Remdesktop Beta installed on it.

Aqua Connect
Mac Remote Desktop Beta
C

Windows Remote
Desktop Connection

L
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http://www.microsoft.com/interop/featured/AquaConnect.aspx
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc203350.aspx

Maci ntosh to W ndows

Enabling a Macintosh to establish a Remote Desktop connection to a Windows based machine is a
result of the Remote Desktop Client for Mac 2 that Microsoft released in 2007. This application
enables aMacintosh to connect to any RDP capable Windows machine. It is not limited to a single
session, and instead supports multiple sessions for logins to multiple Windows machines at the

same time.

Microsoft Remote Desktop
Client for Mac 2




Lab Setup

Scenari o 1: Wi ndows machiimd osdinnec

In this scenario we will be using the Macintosh Powerbook running Mac OS X, and Windows Server
2008/Windows 7 Virtual Machines connected to a nordomain network router. In this scenariq the
Aqua Connect Mac Remote Desktop Beta is installed on tilacintosh machine and Windows

Server 2008 &Windows 7 use standard Windows Remote Desktop Connection components.

I nstall ation & Configuration
The installation process for Aqua Connect Mac Remote Desktop Beta is fairly standard.

CXeXe) __ Aqua Connect Mac Remote Desktop =
f3 4 items, 5.5 MB available

Aqua Connect Installer

Aqua Connect Quickstart Guides ACUninstaller

00 ' Install Aqua Connect
Software License Agreement
o L ["English I+
AQUA CONNECT, INC.
O License Software License Agreement m

® Destination Select AQUA CONNEGT, INC ("Licensor’) IS WILLING TO LIGENSE THE

@ Installation Type ENCLOSED SOFTWARE AND DOCUMENTATION (the "Software")

TO YOU ("You OR Licensee”) ONLY ON THE GONDITION THAT YOU
® Settings ACCEPT ALL OF THE TERMS IN THIS LICENSE AGREEMENT (the
“Agreement’). IF YOU ARE AN EMPLOYEE OR AGENT OF A
® User Setup COMPANY (The "Company”) AND ARE ENTERING INTO THIS
) AGREEMENT TO OBTAIN THE SOFTWARE FOR USE BY THE
® License Keys COMPANY FOR ITS OWN BUSINESS PURPOSES, YOU HEREBY

AGREE THAT YOU ENTER INTO THIS AGREEMENT ON BEHALF

‘OF THE COMPANY AND THAT YOU HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO

® Summary BIND THE COMPANY TO THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THIS
AGREEMENT.

BY CLICKING CON THE "ACCEPT" BUTTON BELOW, YOU
ACKNOWLEDGE THAT YOU HAVE READ THIS AGREEMENT,
UNDERSTAND [T, AND AGREE TO BE BOUND BY IT. IFYOU DO

NOT AGREE TO ANY OF THE TERMS BELOW, LICENSOR IS e
UNWILLING TO LICENSE THE SOFTWARE TO YOU, AND YOU

SHOULD CLICK ON THE "DO NOT ACCEPT" BUTTON BELOW TO 1

( Print.. ) ( Save... ) ( Go Back ) (Cuntinus )

@ Installation

|




© Introduction

& License

© Destination Select
& Installation Type
@ Settings

® User Setup

@ License Keys

@ Installation

® Summary

Standard Install on "Macintosh HD”

Click Install to perform a standard installation of
this software on the volume "Macintosh HD".

Change Install Location...
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© Introduction

© License

© Destination Select
© Installation Type
© Settings

® User Setup

® License Keys

@ Installation

® Summary

Registration

VNC Settings

Default screen

Default color depth: | B

VNC port: 0

RDP Settings

RDP port:

™ Enable bitmap caching

X1l Settings

X11 port: 0

A

By default RDP useport 3389 for its communications needs

. Depending on the network

configuration, it may be necessary to utilize a different port, as pictured here.

User Setup

& Introduction

© User Setup
® License Keys
@ Installation

® Summary

© Read Me ) Manage All Users
© License [Group
© Destination Select accessibility
admin
© Installation Type authedusers
© Settings =L
Ccertusers

By default, ACTS manages all users. Instead, you can select groups
which contain the users allowed to use ACTS.

O Manage users in groups:

com.apple.sharepoint.group.1
com.apple.sharepoint.group.2
com.apple.sharepoint.group.3

® Initially Allow Access to Server () Initially Deny Access to Server

| Enable | |
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C Go Back ) CContinue)

The Mac Remote Desktop Beta includes user management capabilities to specify which user
accounts have accss to the remote desktop functionality.

































